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‘Around five cyclones’

expected this wet season

M Gareth McKnight

A leading flgure at Broome's
Burean of Meteorology has
said the upcoming wet seazon
will bring reughly five cy-
clones to the NMorth West, with
two potentially crossing the
Kimberley or Pilbara coast.

Weather observer Bay He-
garty also sald there would be
rlose to average rainfall levels
bt & 6570 per cent chance the
avarage temperatures for No-
vember to March would be
higher than usual.

Five cyclones formed in WA
wilers last wet season, and Mr
Hegarty believes a similar
humber can be expected in
201214,

=iz have done an outleosk for
the entire season hased on a
nurnber of factors, and wsing
historical data we are ahle to
get some ides of the most likely
oitcome  for  the season,”
he said.

“It's not a rock-solid guaran-
tes but we can get a pratty good
idea of the statistical probabil-
ity

“This vear we are expecting
it to he pretty close to average,
which for the Morth West la
asbout five cyclones for the
SRAROT,

“Statistically about 40 per
cent of them will cross the
Ccoast ab some point, 50 We can
expect two could have a coastal

Impact."

The last calegory-five cy-
clone to pass through Brooome
was Rosita in 2000, and Mr He-
garty said the town's location
shields it from direct hits,

“With our geographical po-
gition, belis of low pressure
where the cyclones are typical
Iy formed oceur to our north —
normally along the atitode of
Darwin,™ he sald.

“Omee they form they will
generally track westwiards un-
til they are captured by steer
ing winds which will make
them do a bit of & dogleg and
head South East.

“If we gat a cyclone form o
the north of Broome and i
tracks along the equatorial
trongh and peels off early

Ray Hegarty says Broome Is set for an average wet season in 2013-14. Picture: Gareth Mcknight

Town swelters in soaring temperatures
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A Conk said the town cold be

ehnough it can cross the ooast
near Broomi:,

“Typically that is most like-
Iy to happen early in the season
or very late in the seaszon,
when the equatorial trough is
further north. This gives 1
time to form, move west anddo
its dogleg and still be guite a
lomg way north."

Mr Hegarty sald temper-
atires were lkely to be higher
than the statistical average.
which ranges between 12C and
MC in Novernber to March,

The rainfall s expected to be
cloge to sverage, aceording to
the weather observer, with Ja-
nuary and February tradition-
ally the months with the most
sustained doampours.
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