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Grim picture is painted over rising sea levels

A NEW report on sea level rise
released by the Federal Depart-
ment of Climate Change paints
a bleak picture of Broome in the
year 2100.

According to the report, world
sea levels are predicted to rise by
1.1m on 2009 levels by the year
2100 which would lead to between
157,000 and 247,600 buildings
across Australia at risk of inun-
dation by 2100.

Federal Climate Change and
Water Minister Penny Wong said
residential buildings along the
country’s coastline were not the
only ones at risk.

“Major coastal infrastructure
that underpins our economy, such
as airports and ports will also be
at risk from climate change,” she
said.

As illustrated in the graphic, .

Broome International Airport,

if still situated in its current lo-
cation, would be partially sub-
merged by the sea level rise along
with parts of Roebuck Estate and
Chinatown.

The graphic shows the extensive
expansion of Dampier Creek due
to the rise, with large areas of
the Broome peninsula inundated
including areas of Old Broome
around Town Beach.

The total submerged area is es-
timated to be 21 per cent of the
Broome town site.

According to the report the cost,

in current value, of residential

buildings at risk of inundation
throughout the State is between
$4.9 and $7.7 billion.

The report illustrates increased
problems with sea level rise from
storm surge and higher than nor-
mal tidal movements could prove

to be even more destructive.
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An aerial view of Broome
today (left) and what the
town site could look like
in 2100 (right) given an
estimated 1.1m sea level
rise.
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